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Lowpon, April, 1790. 
At the Annual General Meeting of the Correſpondent 
Board of the Society in Scotland for propagating 
- Chriſtian Knowledge in the Highlands and Iflands ; 


Reſolved Unanimouſly, 
That the Thanks of this Board be given to the 
Rev. WILLIAM SMITH, A, M. for his 
Sermon preached before them this Day; and that he 


be requeſted to permit the ſame to be printed for the 
Uſe of the Society. 


HENRY HUNTER, Secretary. 
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The Rev. HERBERT MAYO, D. D. 


CHARLES IER DEIN, Eſq. 
AND 


SAMUEL SEARCH, Eq. 


GENTLEMEN, 

T has been cuſtomary to dedicate 

theſe annual Publications to ſome 
Peer of the Realm : but as I have not 
the honour to be acquainted with any 
Nobleman, I may be allowed to keep to 
thoſe of my own ſtation, 


I inſcribe the following Sermon to you, 


becauſe you attended in your places, and 
A ated 


„ 
acted faithfully as Stewards, for your- 
ſelves and honourable Friends, at our laſt 
general Meeting, Permit me to add, I 
have long known and loved your cha- 
racers, as well in private life as in a more 
public capacity. Although educated among 
different denominations of Chriſtians—the 
Church of England—the Kirk of Scot- 
land—and Proteſtant Diſſenters—yet the 
eſſentials of your faith and hope are the 
ſame; whenever the cauſe of piety or 
humanity requires, you ſtep forward with 
cheerfulneſs; but in a more eſpecial man- 
ner, and for many years paſt, you have 
moſt liberally ſubſcribed to the ſupport 


and extenſion of this excellent charity, 


That it may pleaſe God to continue 
your health of body and peace of mind— 
that your benevolent wiſhes and beneficent 
actions may be rewarded here and here- 


after—and that your children may be long 


ſpared 


6 
ſpared as a bleſſing, and to be equally amiable 
and uſeful in their day, is the ſincere and 
fervent prayer of, 


G ENTLEM EN, 


Your Brother and Servant, 


WILLIAM SMITH. 


CAMBERWELL, 
Nov. 5th, 1790. 
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A Guide and Encouragement to Charity. 
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JOB, xx1x, 12, 13. 

BECAUSE I DELIVERED THE POOR THAT CRIED, AND 
THE FATHERLESS, AND HIM THAT HAD NONE TO 
HELP HIM: THE BLESSING OF HIM THAT WAS 
READY TO PERISH, CAME UPON ME; AND I 
CAUSED THE WIDOW'S HEART TO SING FOR JOY, 


LTHOUGH the Divine Authority of 
A this Book is acknowledged, both by 
Jews and Chriſtians, yet many doubts and 
diſputes have ariſen about it. Some conſider 
the whole, as well the characters introduced as 
the ſubje& matter contained, to be no more 
than an inſtructive fiction or parable. Others 
again contend, not only that there were ſuch 
perſons as Job and his friends; but that every 
fact and circumſtance related in their hiſtory 
mult be underſtood in a literal ſenſe. 


I would not wiſh to maintain the whole of 
this latter opinion, as ungoubtedly allowance 


muſt 


a 

mult be made for the figurative manner of 
eaſtern writing; but it ſeems neceſſary that I 
ſhould prove the exiſtence of one whom I am 
this day to bring forward as a pattern for imi- 
tation. And this may be done in my opinion, 
by juſt quoting and explaining two paſſages 
of ſacred ſcripture—one from the Old, and 
another from the New Teſtament. 


The firſt you will find in the book of 
Ezekiel; where this prophet, foretelling the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem and of its idolatrous 
inhabitants, is commanded to uſe the follow- 
ing expreſſion : * Though theſe three men, 
„% Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they 
« ſhould deliver t their own ſouls by their 
ce righteouſneſs, ſaith the Lord*.” Here, in 
ſo many words, Job is declared by the mouth 
of God himſelf, to be a perſon of remarkable 
piety ; and he is introduced in company with 
two other well-known perſonages, of whoſe 
exiſtence we can entertain no doubt, Had he 
been only an ideal being, or imaginary cha- 
rafter, is it to be ſuppoſed that the Almighty 
would have ſo particularly diſtinguiſhed Hum; 
and not rather have aſſociated with Noah and 
Daniel, ſome other of his eminent ſervants, 
ſuch as David, Moſes, or Abraham? 


* Ezekiel, x1v. 14. 


The 
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The other proof, equally plain and ſtrong, 
may be gathered from the words of the apoſtle 
James, in the 5th chapter of his epiſtle, from 
the 10th verſe. There, this Old Teſtament 
Saint is joined with the other © Prophets, 
« who have ſpoken in the name of the Lord, 
« as an example of ſuffering affliction and of 
« patience.” It is particularly added, “ Be- 
hold, we count them happy which endure. 
Ye have heard of the patience of Job, 
and have ſeen the end of the Lord: that 
the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 
« mercy *,” St. James, you ſee, not only 
expreſsly mentions him as a perſon really ex- 
iſting, as much as God's other meſſengers ; 
but he ſets forth his very wonderful hiſtory 
and final deliverance for our encouragement 
and hope. Now, although it ſhould be 
granted that there are many parables and ex- 
aggerated deſcriptions in this book; yet when 
there are no other arguments to diſprove the 
reality of Job's exiſtence, and theſe two an- 
cient and divine teſtimonies for it; furely we 


do beſt to keep to the plain and poſitive words 
of Scripture, na 


But having thus ſpoken to the Identity 
of the perſon, intended to be held forth as a' 


* James, v. 11. 


pattern 
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pattern for charity, I ſhall proceed directly to 


that part of his hiſtory and experience, which 
I have judged proper to ſelect. 


The words are taken from a very beautiful 
chapter in which Job is reviewing his firſt and 
more proſperous days. Severely feeling his 
preſent diltreſsful ſtate, and painfully recol- 
lecting paſt happineſs, he cannot refrain from 
beginning thus—“ Oh! that I were as in 
« months paſt*,” „when the Almighty was 
ce yet with me, and when my children were about 
© me .“ Above all his other pains and ca- 
lamities, Job here regrets the loſs of his Ma- 
ker's countenance, and the want of family 
comforts. And to be ſure theſe are the 
heavieſt afflictions which a good man or wo- 
man can meet with here below. He then 
goes on to take notice of thoſe other advan- 
tages and bounties of Providence that he 
enjoyed in the former part of his life, Ex- 
preſſing himſelf in the eaſtern figurative 
ſtyle, he ſays, © I waſhed my ſteps with but- 
ce ter, and the rock poured me out rivers 
ce of oil :“ Significant emblems both of his 
great poſſeſſions and proſperous cultivation. 
His many flocks and herds abounded with 


milk, and his barren hills, improved by in- 


fob. xxix, 2. + Job, xxix. 4 f Job, xxix. 6. 
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duſtry, produced innumerable olive trees. In 
a few following verſes, he enlarges with a kind 
of pleaſing recollection, upon that univerſal 
reverence and eſteem which he experienced 
from young and old, high and low, whenever 
he went abroad; but more eſpecially when 
he engaged in public acts of juſtice or hu- 
manity. © The young men hid themſelves: the 
« aged aroſe and ſtood up“.“ The princes 
cc refrained talking: The nobles held their 
« peace f.“ When the ear heard me, then 
ce it bleſſed me; and when the eye ſaw me, 
ce then it gave witneſs to me 4.“ 


Next come the words of my text, which 
ſeem to hold out to vs, if not the cauſe, yet a 
ſweet concomitant of all his former honour, 
proſperity, and happineſs: namely, a ready 
and conſtant attention to the preſervation and 
comfort of the needy, the fatherleſs, and the 
deſtitute of every deſcription. 


© Becauſe I delivered the poor that cried, 
« and the fatherleſs, and him that had none 
« to help him: The bleſſing of him that was 
c ready to periſh, came upon me; and I cauſed 
ce the widow's heart to ſing for joy.“ 


* Job, xxix. 8. ver. 9, 10. t ver. 17. 


B Reviewing 
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Reviewing the verſes, I conceive it to be 
no forced interpretation of them to ſay ; Job's 
Ear was never deaf to charitable repreſenta- 
tions: neither was his Eye turned away, nor 
his Hand (whilſt it was able) withheld, from 
real objects of diſtreſs, or want of any kind, 


This part of the character of Job, amiable 
in itſelf, and truly intereſting to us all, I mean 
now to illuſtrate and recommend, in ſo far as 
it may be connected with his and other cha- 
ritable inſtitutions, And to this purpoſe I ſhall, \ 


I. Conſider the various ways in which ve 
may „ deliver the poor that cry, and the fa- 
ce therleſs, and him that hath none to help him.“ 
And then, 


IT. Bring forward the advantages which 
may be expected to accompany, or flow from 
the conſcientious diſcharge of this duty: The 
« bleſſing of him that is ready to periſh will 
© come upon us; and we ſhall cauſe the wi- 
de dow's heart to ling for joy.“ 


Coeval with ſociety itſelf, are the diſtinc- 
tions among men. Some of theſe have ariſen 
from ſuperior worth or induſtry; and others 
have taken place through the ' myſterious pro- 
ſperity of the wicked, The conftant endea- 

vours 


* 
vours of wiſe Legiſlators and good Stateſmen 
of every age have been, to make each rank 
contribute to the general good, and no one 
claſs if poſſible uſeleſs or hurtful. It has ne- 
vertheleſs happened that a number of indivi- 
duals in all countries, either by the immediate 
hand of Providence for wiſe ends; or through 
their own folly or vice, and as a puniſhment 
for it; are reduced to a ſtate of abſolute want, 
or dependence upon the reſt for ſubſiſtence. 


Human nature being ever the ſame, while 
earthly conſtitutions and adminiſtrations exiſt, 
i. e. as long as the world laſts, this order, if 
it may be called an order in ſociety, may be 
expected to continue among men: accordingly 
we are told in the moſt expreſs terms, by that 
mouth which ſpake as never man did, *The 


* poor ye have always with you “.“ 


In no age or country, perhaps, hath this 
prediction been more literally accompliſhed 
than in our land and day. One can ſeldom 
ſtir abroad, and never can we walk the ſtreets, 
without hearing the plaintive voice, or meet- 
ing the imploring eye, of wretchedneſs. When 
from a tenderneſs of diſpoſition, or even a 
nobler principle, we become diſpoſed to afford 


* Matt. xxvi. 11. 
B 2 a little 
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a little aid; I know it is cuſtomary for a com- 
panion to remind—Theſe are not objects 
you do wrong to encourage them. It may be 
ſo: I ſhall not diſpute it—for the moſt part, 
or in general. But the ready and common 
anſwer of the benevolent giver pleaſes me 
better. I eaſe my own feelings—it is poſſible 
ſuch perſons may be in diſtreſs the ſerious 
mentioning of that name whoſe bleſſing they 
invoke, abundantly repays any ſmall loſs that 
may be ſuſtained, To give you my opinion 
here in a few words. Notwithſtanding the re- 
lief of occafienal poor be upon ſtrict exami- 
nation truly exceprivnable, yet conſidering the 
preſent ſtate of their Jaws, or rather our im- 
perfect management of them, no feeling man 
or woman can at all times avoid it, Let us 
therefore only beſtow a little—Let us endea- 
vour to ſingle out ſuch as appear to be 
proper objects — and let us relieve from 
a principle of gratitude to God, who hath 
dealt his favours more abundantly to us. By 
perſevering in ſuch a practice, our alms it is 
very probable may ſometimes be abuſed; yet 
ſurely we ſhall not always be deceived, I will 
venture to ſay, like Job, we ſhall often be the 
mean of delivering the real © poor with the 


« fatherleſs, and him that had none other to 
W beip.“ 


But 
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But I go forward in the illuſtration of this 
head to mention theſe regular, and I truſt in 
general well- conducted charities, which are by 
law eſtabliſhed for the maintenance of the 
poor, in almoſt every pariſh throughout town 
and country, What degree of ſupport each 
of us muſt contribute unto foundations of 
this nature, magiſtrates or fellow citizens 
determine without any regard to our incli- 
nation or choice. Hence from this circum» 
ſtance merely, or through the mode of ga- 
thering the ſupplies, it too often happens, 
that both the objects who are ſupported, and 
thoſe who ſupport them, receive and give, 
unthankfully and unthinkingly. The inſtitu- 
tions of themſclves are however wiſe, humane, 
generous, and. highly uſeful. Calamitous as 
the condition of the lower claſs of people may 
now be when they grow 1n years, it would be 
far worſe, were it not for parochial workbouſes. 
The money that is collected, or if you pleaſe 
demanded, from each of us for the main— 
taining of ſuch Erections, is no doubt con- 
fiderable, and upon ſome houſekeepers may 
fall heavy; yet upon a mature deliberation, 
and when properly viewed, it is as much 
charity, as that which I beſtow from my ta- 


ble, or voluntarily give with my own hands. 
| When 
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When a fellow citizen therefore takes upon 
him to fulfil the unthankful and diſagreeable 
taſk of getting in thoſe ſtipulated proportions; 
let us never add to his trouble by looking 
upon him as an unwelcome gueſt, or deliver- 
ing up our ſhare with a grudging heart. On 
the contrary, we ſhould ever pay the Poor rate 


readily and chearfully ; ſeriouſly conſidering, 


that although there may be ſome miſmanage- 
ment at times, the eſtabliſhment itſelf is both 
laudable and neceſſary. It flows from the 
very ſpirit and purport of our holy religion— 
by every ſum that 1s thus levied, we imitate 
this good man, alſo © delivering the poor, the 
e fatherleſs, and him that hath none to help 
& him” - perhaps in the moſt proper and ef- 
ſectual manner, we are contributing toward 
the preſervation and comfort, of many an aged 
and infirm creature, who poſſeſſeth the ſame 
common nature, and is a candidate for the 
fame immortal glory and happineſs with our- 


{clves. - 


Let me remark further, that beſides the va- 


grant Poor, who depend upon the feeling paſ- 


ſengers for their ſubſiſtence, and thoſe who are 
decently fed and clothed at the public charge; 


there will be found many others of our fellow 
| ſubjects, 
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ſubjects, whoſe miſerable or deſtitute ſtate de- 
ſerves our notice, and whoſe immediate and 
timely relief becomes no leſs a duty than a 
pleaſure. In a rich and well- regulated coun- 
try, without doubt, there ſnould be no beggars 
in the ſtreets, or by the way ſide. Were pa- 
rochial workhouſes eſtabliſhed and maintained 
upon a more liberal and extenſive plan, every 
truly neceſſitous perſon might obtain occa- 
ſional aſſiſtance, or an aſylum for life? But I 
need not tell you—it is ſo evident and well 
known—that there are ten thouſand in this 
metropolis, and throughout the land, who 
have no legal right to any of theſe; and per- 
haps twice that number of accidents and de- 
plorable caſes, where no ſuccour can be de- 
rived from them, in their preſent confined 
and unfeeling adminiſtration. Hence the ne— 
ceſſity and the origin of theſe numerous alms- 
houſes, infirmaries, hoſpitals, and other humane 
crections that abound every where. To the 
honour of Great Britain, or rather to the praiſe 
of God who hath bleſſed ſo many among us 
with feeling, gracious hearts; I ſhould now in 
the farther illuſtration of my ſubje&, attempt 
to enumerate theſe, But what a taſk would 
this be? The bare mentioning of their names 
and nature, would take up almoſt the whole 
time that is now allotted, Allow me to ob- 

3 ſerve 
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ſerve in general, that with the exception of two 
inſtances, I cannot at preſent think of an ad- 
dition; or different charicable inſtitution from 
thoſe already eſtavliſhed and riſing into conſe- 
quence. The exceptions I allude to, are, in the 


Firſt place, an Aſylum for the blind. By 
the immediate hand of God, ſhut up, perhaps 
from infancy to age, in total darkneſs—de- 
prived of the fight of nature's pleaſing works 
—unable in moſt ſituations to provide for their 
own fafety and ſubſiſtence the helpleſs prey 
of all who delight in mockery or in cruelty— 
I feel every thing hard within me melt, when 
I ſee a blind man or woman aiking charity. 

The other inſtitution, which I ſuppoſe much 
wanted in this country, and eſpecially around 
the metropolis, would be a workhouſe or ma- 
nufactory upon a moſt enlarged ſcale; where 
all who ſay they can find no work, might be 
employed in their ſeveral trades, with leſs 
wages: but particularly deſigned for ſuch un- 
happy creatures as are releaſed, and come im- 
mediately from priſons, or other places of 
confinement. Without clothes, and without 
character; where is the maſter who will ven- 
ture to take them? and what can they do? 
Neceſſity more than choice, I believe, driveth 

many 
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many ſuch again and again to their bad 


courſes; until they come at the laſt to a 
ſhameful and miſerable end “. 


But having taken the liberty to mention theſe 
inſtances, I proceed in the illuſtration of my ſub- 
ject to ſay, we have in this city and this country 
hardly another ſituation or malady, without its 
correſpondent place of relief; without at leaſt 
the means and endeavours for a cure, For ſud- 
den accidents we have infirmaries and hoſpi- 


* Since this ſermon was preached, the author has been 
favoured with the proceedings of one ſociety, and propoſals 
for the eſtabliſhment of another, which if continued and 
carried into execution, bid fair to complete the object of his 
wiſhes upon this head. The former is called the Philan- 
thropic Society—lt was inſlituted in London, Sept. 1788. 
The object of it—To receive and train up the children of 
vagrant and criminal poor. Its aim The prevention of 
erimes.— What a noble inſtitution is this? May the Al- 
mighty continue to proſper it! 

The other is entitled Miſcellaneous Propoſals for in- 
creaſing our national Wealth, &c. by John Donaldſon, Eſq. 
printed by J. Murray. —His firſt propoſition is to find em- 
ployment for convicts, vagrants, and other idle and diſor- 
derly people, whether old or young and of either ſex, 
Whether or not his ſcheme be a good and practical one, it 
is altogether impoſlible for the public to determine, becauſe 
it is ſtill a ſecret in his own breaſt and thoſe of his friends; 
but ſurely his ſeven propoſitions are momentous and in- 
tereſting—the wiſh of the author is equally humane and 
patriotic—his deſign undoubtedly deſerves the public at- 
tention and encouragement, | 
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tals in every quarter, to receive all who are 
carried to them—In behalf of the ſick amongſt 
the lower claſs, who are unable to procure ad- 
vice or medicine, we have Diſpenſaries in 
abundance and moſt conveniently ſituated 
To prevent unnatural and guilty mothers from 
deſtroying or expoſing their infant offspring, 
there is a Foundling hoſpital—In order to de- 
liver and train up the fatherleſs and motherleſs, 
we have many Orphan ſchools and an Aſylum 
That madneſs and lunacy may neither hurt 
themſelves nor others, we have a Bedlam and 
a St. Luke's Even abandoned, and heretofore 
hopeleſs proſtitutes, now find a Magdalen to 
forward repentance and reformation—and in a 
word, for apparent death itſelf, there 1s lately 
inſtituted a Humane Society. 


Noble and excellent inſtitutions all! May 


the Almighty in his providence continue to 


ſupport and proſper them. I fee ſeveral be- 
fore me who are engaged in moſt of the chari- 
ties already named, I would this day ſtrengthen 
your hands and encourage your hearts. 


But I muſt firſt lead forward your attention 
to objects till more connected with the deſign 
of our preſent meeting. Theſe are neither 
vagrants, nor fit ſubjects for a parochial 


workhouſe; nor can they with propriety be 


taken into an Orphan Hoſpital or Aſylum; 
8 | for 
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for they are neither fatherleſs nor friendleſs ; 
although I hope to ſhew that they are highly 
deſerving of the public pity and aſſiſtance, I 
allude here to the children of the lower claſs 
of mechanics and manufacturers among us. 
Many induſtrious fathers and mothers there 
are in zhis city and throughout the kingdom, 
who rife early and fit up late. They may 
ſtruggle from day to day, and from year to 
year, in the rugged paths of hard labour, and 
yet not be able to procure for their offspring, 
more than bare neceſſaries. How peculiarly 
afflicting for ſuch (eſpecially if they have had 
a little education themſelves) to think that 
the only hope of their declining years, muſt 
be left to wither in ignorance, and loſe that, 
which alone can introduce them comfortably 
into life, and may through the divine bleſſing 
make them eternally happy. As a remedy 
for ſuch parental anxieties, and in order to 
reſcue their youth from the devouring jaws of 
ignorance and vice; both Churchmen and 
Difſenters, ſometimes ſeparately, and often 
conjunctly have entered into various aſſocia- 
tions for the erection and maintenance of free 
ſchools, In theſe the children are taught to 
read and write their own language, and alſo 
to keep ſuch an account of the tranſactions of 
life, as every freeborn ſubje& ſhould be able 
to do, They are moreover inſtructed care- 
| C 2 fally 
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fully in the principles of religion, whereby 
they may hope to be reinſtated in the fa. 
vour of God, and gradually brought back 
to his image and likeneſs.—In ſhort, through 
the power of Example corroborating Precept; 
and by early and neceſſary correction, as well 
as all due and proper encouragement; every 
mean is uſed to render them, in their ſtation 
and day, good Citizens and good Chriſtians. 
The number of theſe inſtitutions is now ſo 
great (eſpecially if we join a late eſtabliſhment 
of Sunday Schools multiplying 1n every civi- 
lized and populous part of the country) as that 
I believe no parents, in all the Southern pro- 
vinces of this kingdom, who are anxious about 
it, but may have their children taught in one 
or other of them. Diſtinguiſhed advantage! 
a privilege this, which the common people in 
no other nation upon earth enjoys. May all 
concerned, have wiſdom, feeling, and grace; 
to know, to be grateful, and to make the pro- 
per uſe! and may the ſame advantages and 
privileges gradually ſpread ta the remoteſt 
parts of the kingdom, and of the world! 
There are many who ſincerely join with me in this 
wiſh. There are ſome whom God hath bleſſed 
with hearts and hands to make the attempt. 


The Society, in behalf of which I this 
day appear, have a view, even to more; 
| for 


1 


for at the ſame time that they endeavour to 
lead the minds of the children to the moſt 
needful knowledge, they ſtudy to render their 
perſons comfortable and uſeful in the world, 
You will therefore, I queſtion not, grant me a 
patient and attentive hearing, whillt I briefly 
deſcribe its origin and nature. Thus the de- 
ſcriptive part of my ſermon will be over, and 
I ſhall in fome meaſure I hope have ſhewn, 
the various ways in which we may imitate our 
pattern in the text—or © deliver the Poor that 
« cry, and the fatherleſs, and him that hath 
© none to help him.“ ; 


In all the charities that I have already men- 
tioned or deſcribed, the objects are near. 
Their intention and uſefulneſs are immediately 
perceived and felt, They have many able 
advocates too at hand, who from time to 
time ſucceſsfully plead for them. But the 
objects of this inſtitution are at a great diſ- 
tance. It is not eaſy to make you underſtand 
and feel their peculiarly unfavourable ſitua- 
tion and circumſtances. Thoſe who live in 
a champaign country, with a temperate cli- 
mate and fertile ſoil, can have little concep- 
tion—can have almoſt no Idea of the High- 
lands and Iſlands of Scotland. The High- 
lands alone. contain a tract of country 200 

miles 


i — "+ WE Eg * 2 = 
2 ** — 


— —U 


( 22 ) 


miles in length, and from 60 to 120 miles 
in breadth, The Iſlands, eſpecially to the 
weſt, are ſo many and ſo little known, that 
no geographer hath as yet accurately aſcer- 
tained their number and extent, From the 
beſt accounts I have been able to receive, 
both together are ſuppoſed at this period to 
contain near half a million of inhabitants. But 
what muſt ſurpriſe you beyond meaſure, will 
be to hear, that throughout the whole of theſe 
Highlands and Iſlands, and for the religious 
inſtruction of this numerous body of people, no 
more revenue is eſtabliſhed by law than what 
fome ſingle biſhop in England enjoys. Such was 
the moderation of the clergy in Scotland, or 


rather ſuch was the rapacity of the government 


and nobility in that country after the Reforma- 
tion. The neceſſary conſequence of this (ſome 
would ſay ſacrilegious pillage) was, that in 
order to afford the miniſters of religion a de- 
cent maintenance, their pariſhes behoved to 
be extended beyond all proper or conceivable 
bounds. I ſhall quote to you here the very 
words of the Society from their printed 
fummary account. The pariſhes, many of 
* them are from 20 to 30 computed miles 
ce in length, i. e. from 30 to 45 Engliſh 
* miles. Theſe pariſhes are likewiſe ſo in- 
4 terſeed with lakes, arms of the ſea, rapid 
$65 051 « rivers, 


42 
te rivers, and almoſt impaſſable mountains; 
« that there is not a third of the People who 
« can receive any benefit from the parochial 
« churches or ſchools. At the ſame time, the 
« ſeverity of the climate, and the barrenneſs 
« of the ſoil, by obſtructing internal improve- 
ce ment, contribute to fetter the inhabitants 
© in their native rude and uncultivated 
« ſtate.” A little farther on the account 
grows more particular, and the too well au- 
thenticated deſcription of many thouſands of 
our fellow ſubjects becomes ſo very hard and 
deſtitute, as that every Britiſh heart muſt melc 


with pity, and every chriſtian hand be diſpoſed 


to relieve, 


Page 5th, © The pariſh of South Vit con- 
ce ſiſts of the 1flands of South Viſt, Benbe- 
« cula and Eriſca. It is 30 miles long, 


* and 5 miles in breadth, and contains about 
* 2600 ſouls, of whom 2300 are Papiſts. 


e There are two Popiſh prieſts and a maſs- 
© houſe in it.“ 


« The pariſh of Barra conſiſts of the Iſland 
« of Barra, which is five miles long and two 
« broad; and of fix other ſmall iſlands, and 


« contains about 1300 ſouls, of whom 1250 are 
« Papiſts.” In the time of Charles I, (we are 


told) 
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1 
told) that all were Proteſtants; but after the 
reſtoration, and during the irreligious and 
diſſipated reign of the IId Charles, theſe poor 
people were deprived of their miniſter and 
ſchool-maſter by the annexation of this to the 
neighbouring pariſh ; namely, that of Harris, 
of itſelf already too large, for it is 24 miles 
long and ſix broad, and contains about 2000 
fouls. The account adds, That the miniſter 
c of the united pariſhes reſiding now in Harris; 


6 Popiſh prieſts were ſent into Barra and the 


« adjacent iſles, and perverted almoſt the 
« whole inhabitants.” 


It will not appear ſtrange to ſuch as are ac- 
quainted with French politics, and the true 
ſpirit of the Romiſh religion, that every op- 
portunity of this kind ſhould have been imme- 
diately laid hold of; or that their infinuating 
and unremitted endeavours ſhould prove ſo 
ſucceſsful. It was greatly for the advantage, 
or rather intereſted and ambitious views of 
France, (eſpecially while a Popiſh pretender to 
the Britiſh throne remained,) to have more than 
ten thouſand ® of our ſubjects united to it, by 

: that 


We cannot pretend to aſcertain, ſay the authors of the 
above account, p 28. the number of Popiſh prieſts and miſ- 
fionaries employed in Scotland, ſo careful are they to con- 
ceal or diſguiſe their charaRers; but it is conſiderable ; 

= many 


4 
that ſtrongeſt of all bonds—a uniſormity in re- 
ligion, Popery too, from its very nature, is 
far better calculated than the religion of the 
reformed for flouriſhing and prevailing in a 
country, where the generality of the people are 
both ignorant and indolent. Ignorance and 
indolence to a very great degree, have long 
been the marked character of the lower claſs 
of inhabitants in thoſe parts of the Highlands 
and Iſlands to which we now allude. Far 
diſtant from the luxuries and even conve- 
niencies of life, their bodies are robuſt, and 
their neceſſary wants limited. Hence they 
found an eaſy ſupply for both, from their wan- 
dering cattle, and by a very {mall attention to 
fiſhing. This circumſtance favoured the na- 
tural diſpoſition of theſe mountaineers to idle- 
neſs and diſſipation: and what religion could 
be ſo ſuitable to them as the Roman Catholick, 
which can fell every indulgence, and appoints 


many of them are known and might eaſily be pointed out, 
neither can we pretend to ſtate the preciſe number perverted 
by them within any limited time; but from the beſt ac- 
counts we have received, it is greater than is commonly ſup- 
poſed. In a printed card which was lately circulated 
through London by a popiſn prieſt, ſoliciting good Catho- 
lics to contribute money to defray the expence of printing 
the Douay cathechiſm, it is ſtated, that above ten thou/and 
of their Brethren in the Highlands had never had a book 
printed in their own language. 
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ſo many feaſts and faſts for a continual mixture 
of diverſion and devotion ? Until of late too, 
their language was not a written one. Of 
courſe thoſe only, who underſtood and could 
read Engliſh (and ſuch formerly were very 
few) reaped any advantage at all from books, 
To make uſe of ſcripture language, the far 
greater majority might be ſaid, both as to 
human and divine knowledge, to © be born 
te and bred up like the wild aſs's colt *,” How 
eaſy then would it be for artful prieſts to bring 
ſuch a People to worſhip a golden crucifix, or a 
filver ſhrine! How palatable that religion 
which allowed the ſmall fruits of their labour 
to atone for the greateſt ſins of their ſoul! and 
theſe offerings, together with the doctrines of 
extreme unction, purgatory and prayers for 
the dead, would annually amaſs, in a very con- 
fined diſtrict, more emolument than the Pro- 
teftant miniſter of the whole pariſh enjoyed. 
Such being the caſe, 1s it to be wondered at, 
that Popery ſhould ſpread, and that the minds 
of ſo conſiderable a number of our fellow-ſub- 
jets remained enveloped with ſpiritual dark- 
neſs? It is much more aſtoniſhing, that Go- 
vernment ſhould not have ſeen it their intereſt 
as well in a political as in a religious view, 
to tranſmit to them immediate and effectual 


® Job, xi. 12. 
. relief. 


E 


relief. But this, like many other noble un- 
dertakings, was left to the wiſdom, humanity, 
and piety of individuals. Accordingly we find, 

that 


* The ſummary account publiſhed in 1783, ſays, p. 17th, 
Until of late there has been always ſome proſpect of obtain- 
ing aid from public funds. Formerly the ableſt ſtateſmen 
thought the civilizing of the Highlands an object of na- 
tional importance. By an act of George I. ſoon after the 
Rebellion 1715, it was enated, ©* That a ſum not exceed- 
« ing £20,000 ariſing out of the money from the ſale of 
< the forfeited eſtates, ſhall be appropriated and applied 
« towards the making a capital ſtock for a yearly intereſt 
or income towards erecting and maintaining ſchools in 
* the Highlands of Scotland, &c.” No words can be more 
explicit; yet we have not heard that a ſhilling of the above 
ſum has ever been applied to the important object pointed 
out, 

By an AQ of George II. anno 1752, it is enacted, 
„That the clear rents and produce of the eſtates annexed 
<< to the Crown, viz. the far greateſt part of the eſtates in 
* Scotland forfeited on account of the rebellion 1745, ſhall 
be applied for the purpoſes of civilizing the inhabitants 
on ſuch eſtates, and other parts of the Highlands and 
* Iflands of Scotland, the promoting the Proteſtant re- 
« ligion, good government, induſtry and, manufactures, 
* and the principles of duty and loyalty to his Majeſty, 
* his heirs and ſucceſſors, and to no other uſe or purpoſe 
* whatever,” Truſtees are alſo appointed by this act, who 
are further impowered, ** That when they ſhall judge the 
„ pariſhes to be of too large an extent to be under the 
charge of one miniſter, to divide ſuch pariſhes into two 
* or more, to preſcribe the bounds of ſuch new erected 
* pariſhes, and grant competent proviſion to the miniſter 


* of ſuch pariſhes to be paid out of the preſent main- 


D 2 y «© tenance 


— 


( 23 ) 
that ſo early as the firſt year of the preſent cen- 
tury, © a few private gentlemen of the city of 


4 « Edinburgh, felt for the condition of theſe 
5 be their 
* de tenance for the miniſter of the old pariſh, and the re- 


% mainder out of ſaid eſtates.” After this act paſſed, it 
could ſcarcely be doubted that ſomething effectual in pur- 
ſuance of it would have been done. No ſteps, however, 
were taken to forward the deſign until the year 1761, when 
the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland applied to 
his Majeſty, repreſenting the ſtate of the Highlands, and ap- 
pointed a Committee to correſpond with the Board of An- 
FT nexed Eftates to whom the adminiſtration of the money 
; ariſing from them was intruſted. 

The Committee of Aſſembly, after due inquiry, did re- 
port, and pointed out ſome of thoſe ſtations in the High- 
lands where new erections were molt neceſſary. In conſe- 
quence of this, and directions from the Lords of the Trea- 
fury, the Truſtees, at one time did actually ſet apart the 
ſum of £420 to build a church and manſe in the pariſh of 
| Ardnamurchan : but no church or manſe has been yet built, 
_ nor any thing effectually done by this board. After re- 
5 \ | peated applications, the Committee of Aſſembly was in- 
1 formed in the month of May laſt, that the Truſtees could 

proceed no farther without orders from the Board of Trea- 


k. | ” ſury. Now we are ſorry to obſerve, that we have not the 
4 ſmalleſt proſpect of obtaining aid from that quarter. 

"bf 'Thus far the ſummary account.—But from a careful ex- 
35 amination of the Society's proceedings from year to year, I 


find that the Commiſſioners of the forfeited Eſtates, for ſome 
time employed both ſchool-maſters and ſchool-miſtreſles, 
whoſe ſalaries amounted to £486 : 14. In the year 1784, 
an AQ of Parliament was paſſed, impowering his preſent 
. Majeſty to reſtore the Eſtates in Scotland (forfeited and an- 
nexed 
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« their unhappy countrymen.” When they 
had obtained contributions to the amount of 


of {1000, they were, about the year 1709, 
erected 


nexed to the Crown) to the former Proprietors or their 
heirs. Although proviſion was made by this act, for all 
the officers employed by the late Commiſlioners on theſe 
Eſtates, yet none was made for the /choo/-mafters, who 
were accordingly diſcharged from the public ſervice in the 
autumn of that year. See Appendix to Ser. in the year 
1786. p. 32. 

Many of theſe uſeful and laborious men muſt have 
been reduced to want or beggary in their declining 
years, had not the Society humanely and particularly taken 
their caſe into conſideration; and accordingly a propoſal 
was made by one of their number to the Lords of the Trea- 
ſary to take them under the Society's patronage, and allow 
them their former ſalaries, for the ſum of C acoo to be paid 
out of the debts due by the ſaid Eſtates payable to govern. 
ment. The Society had the ſatisfaction to find their pro- 
poſal was accepted, but were directed to preſent a petition to 


Parliament, who alone could diſpoſe of the money. Until 


this could be obtained, the Society moſt generouſly allowed 
the ſchool- maſters £120 per annum out of their own funds. 
Conſidering moreover, that the act would coſt about C200 
they came to a reſolution to aſk 2500. Their petition 
was granted by Parliament, and the Barons of the Exche- 
quer authorized to pay to the Treaſurer of the Society 
£2500 out of the unappropriated moaey ariſing from the 
forfeited eſtates when it ſhall come into their hands. But 
on account of preferable claims the Society were given to 
underſtand that they could not expect h ir ſum before Mar- 
tinmas 1788. This ſubjected the Society to the ſum of 
£480 paid before hand to the ſchool- maſters, and the Act 
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1 
erected into a corporation by a royal charter 
from her majeſty queen Ann. Deſpairing 
almoſt entirely, to recover the parents who 
were already ſunk in Popiſh ignorance and 
barbariſm, they bent their chief endeavours 
toward the riſing generation, and were at this 
time enabled to maintain five ſchools. In this 
way alone they choſe to combat Popery, by 


the gradual introduction of human and divine 


learning, into the minds of the young : for 
although the laws were on their fide, and the 
ſevereſt penalties hanging over the heads of 
trafficking prieſts, yet in no one inſtance did 
the Society interfere, or take a ſingle ſtep that 
had the appearance of perſecution. After the 
rebellion in the year 17 15, their capital aroſe to 
about £6000, on which they maintained 25 


of Parliament (ſhameful! to be told) coſt {250 more. 
«« Theſe ſums being deducted from £2500, there will re- 
% main clear to the Society only £1770. Upon receiving 
„ this ſum, the Society oblige themſclves to pay in perpetuo 
to the ſchool-maſters and ſchool-miſtreſſes upon theſe 
« Eſtates C186: 14 per annum.” 

The above ſlate is intended to ſhew that the Society in 
this bar2aia with government (ſpeaking in a worldly ſenſe) 
mult be great loſers. They have, however, the ſatisfaction 
to think their aim was the glory of God and the public 
good, Their conduct in the affair muſt he approved of and 
applauded, by the humane and pious of every deſcription 
among men. They truſt to a generous nation and age to 
make up the loſs. 


7 ſchools. 


„ 
ſchools. And from this period, the beneficial 


effects of the Society becoming more and more 
apparent, their funds encreaſed ſo rapidly, that 


before the year 17389, they could ſupport above 
a hundred ſchools, 


About this time, © his late Majeſty Geo. II. 


« from an earneſt deſire to promote the good 


e of his ſubjects in all parts of his dominions, 
« was gracioully pleaſed to grant an additional 
« charter, to cauſe ſuch children as they 
e ſhould think proper to be inſtructed in 
ee huſbandry, houſewifery, and manufactures.” 
By this ſecond patent, the Society are empow- 
ered to receive money and legacies to be applied 
for the above purpoſe. Conſiderable ſums have 
been collected and bequeathed ſolely for this 
end, and they have, for ſome years paſt, be- 
ſides apprenticing out boys, been enabled to 
erect and maintain twenty ſpinning ſchools, for 
which they not only allot a proper ſalary for 
a teaching miſtreſs, but furniſh a certain num- 
ber of inſtruments neceſſary in this branch of 
manufacture. The laſt accounts from the So- 
ciety ſay, © That the preſent number of ſchools 
e upon the eſtabliſhment for the education of 
ce children in reading, writing, and the prin=- 
e ciples of religion amounts to 186, and the 
average number of children taught in them 
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1 
ce to 9, 500. — Of their ſchools for the educa- 
te tion of female children to 35, and of the 


cc children taught in them to 250.“ 


The Poſtſcript to the Advertiſements and 
Tickets of this day inform you, © that all 
< theſe children are inſtructed in the principles 
« of the Proteſtant religion; reſcued from Po- 
ce pery, barbariſm, and ignorance; and trained 
« up to induſtry, agriculture, manufactures 
« and handicrafts; ſo as to be uſeful members 
ce of ſociety and loyal ſubjects to government.“ 


What an intereſting and extenſive charity 
have we here! In no other Inſtitution upon 
earth, I believe, is there ſo great economy, 
or ſo much real good Cone from ſo ſmall 
a capital. Upon an average, you will find that 
for every Five Guineas you ſubſcribe here, you 
are an inſtrument in the hand of God for com- 
municating knowledge and happineſs to above 
Twenty of your remote fellow ſubjects. All 
of them are poor—many, through the fighting 
of your battles, have been made farherleſs— 
and I do aſſure you, they have zone other, but 
you, and the like of you, to help them. By 
contributing therefore this day to their del:- 
verance, both chearfully and liberally, I truſt 
we ſhall be found imitating, in the trueſt and 
higheſt ſenſe of the word, the example of the 
good 


C 23 


good and pious man ſet forth to us, in the 
text. 


But I am encroaching upon the 


IT. Branch of my Diſcourſe, which I dare to 
ſay you will now think it is full time to bring 
forward; namely —““ the advantages which 
© may be juſtly expected to accompany, or flow 
« from the conſcientious diſcharge of theſe 
« duties” of humanity and liberality. 


Job, ſpeaking in his own name, and from 
palt experience, ſays, © The bleſſing of him 
e that was ready to periſh came upon me, and 
« I cauſed the widow's heart to ſing for joy.” 
To do juſtice to theſe words, we ſhould firſt 
conſider them in a general view, and then as 
applicable to the ſeveral inſtitutions already + 
mentioned and deſcribed. The bleſſing here 
alluded to, is, without queſtion, the Sleſſing of 
God implored by theſe poor, fatherleſs and belp- 
leſs creatures ſpoken of in the. former verſe. So 
far from undervaluing this bleſſing, Job evi- 
dently conſiders it not only as the original cauſe 
of his proſperity, but as the chief foundation of 
all that pleaſure and fatisfaction he formerly 
taſted in earthly things. And indeed, my 
friends, what is this world and all its enjoy- 

| E ments, 


„ 


ments, but juſt what the Almighty is pleaſed 
by his bleſſing to make them to us. To be 
convinced of this, you have only to look about 
you. Some people you will perceive, whoſe 
circumſtances are very moderate, and ſphere 
of gratification confined indeed ; nevertheleſs 
they are chearful, contented, I had almoſt ſaid 
happy, in compariſon. Others you will find in 


"the height of affluence, and as it were within 


the reach of every thing their eye can covet: 
yet, in the midſt of all, they are ever diſap- 
pointed, diſſatisfied, I had almoſt ſaid miſera- 
ble. What can make ſuch a difference but 
this; that God in his mercy preſides over, and 
bleſſes the ſober, though limited enjoyments 
of the one ſort of perſons: but with reſpect to 
the other; although he may have beſtowed an 
abundance, nay a ſuperfluity of the means of 
happineſs; yet for a puniſhment to them, and 
by way of ſhewing the vanity of all without 
him, he hath denied or withheld the uſe?— 
Even from this brief repreſentation, it may be 
ſeen what an unſpeakable advantage can be 
gained by a ſpeedy and effectual relief of thoſe 
ho are ready to periſh,” either in a temporal 
or ſpiritual ſenſe, The bleſſing of God, in an- 
{wer to their prayers, may be expected and re- 
ceived—even that bleſſing, which conferred, 
makes every comfort pleaſing and ſatisfactory; 

11 but 


1 


but if withheld or withdrawn, renders all worldly 
enjoyments inſipid and diſagreeable. 


The other advantage which this good man 
takes notice of as ariſing from his benevolence 
and charity was this“ a cauſing of the widow's 
« heart to ſing for joy.“ Our greateſt com- 
forts in this life often prove the cauſe of our 
bittereſt ſorrows, Marriage, of all human 
connections, is the moſt binding and durable; 
but yet it may be broken and diſſolved. Yes, 
my brethren; for death pays no regard to any 
Tie, ſituation, or circumſtance, here below 
equally with the ſingle unconnected member 
of ſociety he takes away the beſt of huſbands 
—and thus rudely breaks, or cuts aſunder, the 
ſilken bands of the ſweeteſt and cloſeſt nuptial 
union. Now, when a woman is thrown into 
ſuch a ſtate: by one myſterious act of divine 
Providence, for ever in this life deprived of 
him, who was her head, her glory, her confi- 
dence, her ſupport, her earthly all: and when 
ſhe is left in needy circumſtances too, with a 
family of children to provide for—O what 
ſympathy is due ! how loudly and emphatically 
do ſuch call for our countenance and aid! To 
apply the balm of relief to ſuch a perſon, will 
yield in the very àct, one of the pureſt and 
ſweeteſt pleaſures; and to have poured the oil 
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3 
of conſolation into ſuch a heart, muſt leave 
through life a calm and agreeable remem- 
brance, Job here reflects upon the protection 
he gave, and the ſuitable and ſeaſonable aſſiſt. 
ance he afforded, to this deſolate part of the 
human ſpecies, as conſtituting a very material 
por tion of his youthful felicity. And ſurely there 
is no duty ſo pathetically recommended in the 
whole Bible, nor which is accompanied with 
more kind and liberal promiſes. To viſit 
ce the fatherleſs and widows in their affliction“ 
is repreſented by St. James as a diſtinguiſh- 
ed part of * pure and undefiled religion be- 
« fore God *“. In ſome parts of the Bible the 
Almighty declares himſelf in a peculiar man- 
ner their helper F, their father, and their judge ꝓ, 
inviting them to put their truſt in bim 8, 
and promiſing to relieve them. In other places 
he enjoins moſt poſitively that “ we ſhould 
cc not afflict them |,” nor even bear hard up- 
on them in any degree; and threatens in the 
moſt awful terms, that “ if they cried unto 
ce him, he would ſurely hear and avenge 
« them.” Farther, God alſo encourageth us 
in all our rejoicings upon temporal proſperity, 
to invite them to come and partake |, and 


* James i. 27. + Pſal. x. 14.- f Pal. Ixviii. 5. 
& Jer. xlix. 1 1. Exod. xxii. 22, + Deut. xvi. 14. 


expreſsly 


6 


expreſsly promiſes if we oppreſs them not; 
but on the contrary embrace every opporunity 
to feed, protect, and relieve, “ we ſhall dwell 
« in the land“ and he will bleſs us in all the 
« works of our hands .“ From all theſe paſ- 
ſages we ſee what encouragement is given to 
imitate Job in this part of his character ! 


But having thus conſidered the words in a 
general view, let us now apply them to the 
ſeveral inſtitutions already mentioned or de- 
ſcribed. Upon the former of theſe I ſhall be 
as brief as poſſible, that I may have the more 
time to beſtow upon at, for which we are 
more eſpecially aſſembled to-day. 


For every farthing you give to the vagrant 
poor, you will not fail to receive their Being; 
but whether it“ availeth much,” as proceed- 
ing from the heart or the mouth, cannot with 
any degree of certainty be determined. Let 
us Charitably ſuppoſe there are ſome of theſe 
like Lazarus of old, although deſtitute of this 
world's “ good things,“ yet among the num- 
ber of God's poor and heirs of a © heavenly 
© inheritance.” If ſo: whatever we give to 


them ſhall not be loſt: for our bleſſed Lord 


* Jer, vii. 6. + Deut. xiv. 29. 


himſelf 


. 
"ud 
U 
4 
2] 
* 
* 
id : 
* 1 * 
woo 
"x" 
Le 
* 1 * 
* 
* 
7 1 
EF 
7 
17 
1 
=" 
4 - 
W 
1% 
= 4 
++ 
- - 
"© 


_ 


«+ 
t 
| 
E 

. 


"24 1 
= 
N 
* 
1 
Mio 
- | 
q '2 
2 3 
* „ 
2 4 
3 
= 
3g; 


* 


3 
himſelf declares © ye ſhall in no wiſe loſe your 
« reward *;” and in another place, © in as 
© much as ye did it unto one of the leaſt of 
te theſe, ye have done it unto me .“ 


But again, the ſupport of deftitute children, 
and of the aged and infirm in every diſtrict, is a 
duty more explicitly laid down in the New Tef- 
tament; and of conſequence in this chriſtian 
country, we have work-houſes and charity- 
ſchools eſtabliſhed by authority, in every corner 
of the land. There are ſome truly patriotic 
perſons (and their labours on this ſubject I 
have peruſed with much pleaſure) who have en- 
deavoured to demonſtrate, that with little more 
money than is now collected, theſe work- 
houſes and ſchools might be ſo conſtructed and 
managed, as that all forſaken or helpleſs chil- 
dren, and every perſon really preſſed by want 
or infirmities of any kind, might readily ob- 


tain, either a preſent or a more permanent re- 


lief. Upon this ſuppoſition, how much is it 
to be wiſhed that our poor laws were reviſed, 
and that every propoſed plan ſhould meet with 
a due and deliberate conſideration: becauſe if 


ſuch a ſcheme could be carried into execution, 


it would then follow, that as often as we be- 
neyolently paid our rates, we ſhould “ deliver 


Mark ix. 41. + Matt. xxv. 40. 
« all 


1 


ec all the poor that cry, and the fatherleſs, and 
te thoſe who have none to help them.“ 


But as this is not the caſe, nor can it, from the 
imperfection of human adminiſtrations, be ex- 
pected perhaps ever to be the caſe; I proceed to 
obſerve, that by ſubſcribing to thoſe hoſpitals, 
infirmaries, orphan ſchoals, and other humane 
inſtitutions formerly enumerated, we render 

the moſt eſſential ſervice to our fellow-crea- 
| tures; and with the good man whoſe words I 
have ſo often quoted to day, may expect “ that 
ce the bleffing of him that is ready to periſh 
© will come upon us, and that we ſhall alſo 
e cauſe the widow's heart to ſing for joy,” I 
am very ſenſible, my friends, that in pleading 
for the continuance of theſe ſubſcriptions, and 
{till more, for the increaſe and multiplication of 
them; I have ſome 0o4jetons to conſider, and 
many o#2/tacles to remove. 


The ſelfiſh part within us 1s ever ready to 
ſay—I cannot afford—I may not be able to 
pay my juſt debts—There will be no end of 
my ſubſcribing to all charitable inſtitutions, 
Before I ſpeak a word to theſe maxims, let me 
impreſs on your minds a very ſolemn meſſage, 
originally ſent by God unto a Jewiſh King, in 

the 
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({ 40. } 


| the midſt of his proſperity, “ Set thine houſe 


© jn order, for thou ſhalt die and not live *”, 
I ſee the propriety of the command in a ſpi- 
ritual and in a temporal view. No man or 
woman is ſafe to live a day, without having 
committed their ſouls into the hands of a cove- 
nant God in Chriſt: and every ſuch perſon 
from a conviction of the ſhortneſs and un- 
certainty of life, ſhould likewiſe have their 
worldly concerns in ſuch a train, and their laſt 


will and teſtament fo explicit, as that there 


may be no perplexity or confulion after death, 
If you improve theſe two hints only, you will 
have reaſon to thank me for my Sermon this 
day, although every other part ſhould be for- 
gotten and loſt, 


In the anſwering of the aforeſaid objections, 
and getting over the obſtacles already ſtated, 
I ſhall go upon the ſuppoſition, that none here 
are criminally ignorant as to the ſtate of 
their earthly affairs. If upon examination it 
ſhall be found that you yourſelf are in want of 
the neceſſaries, or even common conveniencies 
of life, it is not ſurely your duty to give much 
in charity. 


* 2 Kings, XX. 1, 


Conſt. 


( 41 ) 


Conſidering likewiſe what you poſſeſs and 
may be obliged to expend ; or, having taken a 
general view of profits and loſſes, does it appear 
probable, that you will not be able to pay what 
you owe; a ſubſcription to this and the other 
inſtitutions would be, in that caſe, improper 
and unjuſt, But this, I truſt, is not the ſitua- 
tion of any before me. From a paternal in- 
heritance—by a lucrative office and employ- 
ment—or through the bleſſing of God up- 
on your honeſt labours, you not only are 
in the poſſeſſion 'of every needful comfort of 
your rank and ſtation; but you have ſome- 
thing over and above to ſpare. The queſtion 
immediately before us reſpects the manage- 
ment and deſtination of this overplus. Moſt 
aſſuredly, we have no right to throw it away 
in games of chance; or eyen to ſquander it in 
pomp, ſhew, luxury, or ſuperfluities of any 
kind. 


Such of you as are parents will no doubt be 
led, from affection as well as duty, to provide 
a competency for your offspring, in caſe of 
early death; or even to lay up in ſtore ſome- 
thing that may be neceſſary to introduce them 
comfortably into future life, ſhould it pleaſe 
God to ſpare you. 
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I will not ſpeak a word againſt moderate 
wiſhes and endeavours of this kind, although I 
would ſeriouſly warn both myſelf and you againſt 
an anxiety that too often ariſeth in the breaſts 
of both fathers and mothers, that their children 
may move in a higher ſphere of life than them- 
ſelves. We do not aim at their real happineſs 
in ſuch ambitious proſpects. The methods 
taken to accompliſh our ſchemes, often prove 
detrimental, and ſometimes ruinous. 


But leaving this matter to the judicious ma- 
nagement of parents, let me call your attention 
here to a conſideration little attended to by ma- 
ny. I mean that juſt claim which the Almighty 
hath to a conſiderable part of that proſperity 
which his bountiful providence alone produ- 
ceth. In this is laid the foundation of all true 
charity. The Chriſtian in particular, believ- 
ing that the goods of this life come to him 
through a covenant channel, eſteems himſelf 
bound to honour God with a portion of his 
ſubſtance. As to the quantity or ſhare of your 
income, thus to be ſet apart or devoted to the 


cauſe of humanity or religion; the Bible, our 


alone ſtandard of faith and manners, doth not 
determine. In the ſame manner as with re- 
ſpect to the talents of old, it is left here to our 
own choice and direction, how we are to oc- 


cupy 


1 
cupy and improve: ſubject alſo to a ſimilar 
reckoning at the great and ſolemn day of ac- 
count. To encourage you to be both con- 
ſcientious and liberal in theſe matters, I ſhall 
beg leave to quote two paſſages of ſacred ſcrip- 
ture. One is the advice of Paul to the church 
at Corinth (2 Cor. xvi, 2.) © upon the firſt 
« day of the week, let every one of you lay 
« by him in ſtore, as God hath proſpered 
ce him! to what purpoſe the contextevidently 
ſhews—as a collection for the relief of indigent 
brethren, The other quotation ſhall be taken 
from the book of Proverbs, where Solomon ex- 
preſsly declares (chap. xi. 24.) © There is that 
« ſcattereth, and yet encreaſeth ; and there is 
ce that withholdeth more than is meet, and it 
© tendeth to poverty.“ The improvement, or 
motive immediately ſubjoined totheſe laſt words, 
runs in the form of a poſitive promiſe, «© The 
cc liberal ſoul ſhall be made fat, and he that 
« watereth ſhall be watered alſo himſelf *.”* 


But you ſay—there will be no end of my 
contributing to 4 humane inſtitutions. I 
will venture to give a direction or two; and 
they will be chiefly applicable to thoſe who 
ſtatedly ſupport one or other of the inſtitutions 
already named, Examine impartially into the 
ſtate of your finances, ſince you firſt ſaw it your 


Prov. xi. 25. 
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duty in this manner to expreſs your gratitude to 
God. Are you now in as good a ſituation, or 
have you reaſon to think that you have never 
been the poorer on account of what you thus 
gave away ? In addition to this conſideration, 
which of itſelf is no unpleaſant one, I mean, 
that you are not worſe circumſtanced, you 
enjoy the agreeable reflection, that you have 
contributed to your Maker's glory and your 
fellow-creature's good. But I truſt with re- 
gard to moſt it may be added, *The bleſſing 
“f him that was ready to periſh came upon 
«© you' -“ you lent to the Lord, and he hath 
© repaid *” you with intereſt “ you ſowed 
not ſparingly, and God, who loveth a chear- 
ful giver, hath cauſed you to reap bounti- 
fully F'”'—to continue in the figurative lan- 
guage of the inſpired monarch, whoſe words I 
have been chiefly uſing upon this occaſion— 
« your barns have been filled with plenty, and 
ce preſſes burſt out with new wine Þ.” 


cc 
cc 


cc 


What abundant encouragement is here, not 
only to continue your ſupport, where it hath 
already been ſo advantageouſly given ; but 
alſo to ſearch after further opportunities of 
being merciful and liberal !—The inſtitution 
laſt mentioned, and whoſe nature and uſe have 


* Prov, xix. 21, + 2 Cor. ix. 6 1 Prov. Ill. 10. 
11 | already 


( 45 ) 


already been illuſtrated at conſiderable length; 
affords, in my opinion, one of the bz means 
for glorifying God in the preſent and future 
welfare of his creatures. It yields to no other 
charity in the neceſſity of its objects: ſome 
hundred thouſands of our fellow-ſubjeCts here- 
tofore periſhing in * barbariſm and popiſh ig- 
norance.” It excels every other, I believe, in 
its real uſefulneſs and extent. Nine thou- 
« ſand five hundred children civilized, and 
« now training up to be loyal, uſeful, holy and 
« happy.” Were it proper here to read a part 
of the Secretary's account in his laſt viſitation 
to theſe parts; it would aſtoniſh you to ſee how 
ſenſible the parents ſeem of their own loſs, and 
how eager and induſtrious they are to repair it 
in their children“. The magnitude of the 
object 

* In general, the Secretary has the pleaſure to aſſure his 
brethren of the Society, that their efforts for promoting re- 
ligion and civilization in theſe remote parts of our country, 
have produced effects happy, even beyond their moſt ſan- 
guine ideas, —Multitudes, by means of their ſchools, have 
received education, who, but for them, had, in all human 
probability, been doomed to the moſt deplorable ignorance. 
But beſides this, a general and growing zeal for knowledge 
and improvement has been diffuſed among the lower claſſes 
of the inhabitants of the Highlands and Iſlands, inſomuch, 
that in almoſt all thoſe diſtricts, where the ſociety's 
ſchools have been eſtabliſhed, though now withdrawn to 
other ſtations, or in thoſe in which they are ſtill main- 
tained, though too extenſive for the ſchools to ſerve all the 


inhabitants, 
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object is far from being yet embraced—many 
thouſands in the remoter parts, are ſtill deſti- 
tute of improvement and knowledge. More 
ſchools are wanted, and various applications 
from year to year made: and, ſhall I add, from 
a deficiency of funds, neceſſarily, though re- 
luctantly, refuſed. The Society in Scotland 
has done much and laboured long. Their 
correſpondent Board in this country, until 
of late, have exerted themſelves feebly, or 
been enabled to do but little. Re-animated 
by the preſence and influence of the nobility 
and gentry on both ſides the Tweed, may we 
not hope to make this labour of love, better 
underſtood and more univerſally ſupported ? 
It needs but to be known, in order to be en- 
couraged, 


Even from what hath been ſaid to-day, I 
truſt every feeling heart in the congregation 


inhabitants, they exert themſelves with wonderful induſtry 
to procure education for their children. For this purpoſe, 
when too poor to be able to build houſes, and endow fixed 
ſchool-maſters, they agree as they can with young men, 
who go round among their villages, teach for a certain 
number of months or weeks in each, and are boarded and 
lodged by the parents of the children in rotation : of this, 
many inſtances occurred to the Secretary during the courſe 
of his tour, | 
Appendix to the Sermon preached at Edinburgh, 1787, 


page 67. 
wiſheth 


1 


wiſheth to ſubſcribe, You will not be with- 
out the ability any more than the inclination, 
if you will grant me but one, and I think not 
unreaſonable, requeſt—to examine ſeriouſly 
whether there be any unneceſſary part of 
dreſs, or any ſuperfluity in your equipage 
or table, that you can very well ſpare. 
The value of this, beſtowed by the majority of 
a very few churches and congregations in Lon- 
don, would ſoon, very ſoon, by the prudent 
and frugal economy of this Society, diffuſe 
civilization and knowledge through the whole 
highlands and iſlands of Scotland. 


But I muſt haſten to a concluſion. Thoſe who 
are thoroughly acquainted with the nature of the 
Society in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian 
knowledge,” will eaſily perceive that I have not 
touched upon that part of the inſtitution which 
relates to foreign infidel countries. For the 
purpoſe of tranſmitting religious knowledge 
to the moſt diſtant nations, this Society is 
likewiſe empowered by their charter to receive 
legacies; and they have had ſeveral. Previous 
to the American war, they maintained four 
miſſionaries among the Indian tribes. They 
have at preſent two employed in their ſervice, 
and from every account their miniſtry appears 
to be bleſſed with much ſucceſs. It has lately 
been propoſed to them from a College abroad, 
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( 48 ) 
to make an attempt to ſend the goſpel to the 
natives of Africa, by means of ſome negroes 


of gol. has been depoſited in their hands for 
this purpoſe. As ſoon as any ſcheme appears to 
the Society ſo properly digeſted as to warrant 
their taking an active part, they have ſignified 
their readineſs to concur and ſtep forward, to 
the accompliſhing of ſo noble a deſign, 


In the mean-while they wiſh to bend their 
chief endeavours to the firſt and great deſign 
of their uniting together ; the reſcuing of the 
remoter parts of this kingdom and its adjacent 
iſlands, from barbariſm, diſaffection and po- 
pery ; by infuſing into the minds of the inha - 
bitants, more eſpecially of the riſing genera- 
tion, the ſeeds of human learning ; the excel- 
lence of our civil conſtitution; and the prin- 
ciples of the Proteſtant reformed religion: 
that in proceſs of time, by the divine bleſſing, 
« Britons from North to South, may ſpeak 
the ſame language, live united and loyal un - 
der the ſame ſovereign, and worſhip, agreeably 
to ſcripture and conſcience, the ſame God, 
through the merits and interceſſion of the one 


mediator, Chriſt Jeſus. 


I ſhall now ſhut up this diſcourſe with a 
plain and free addreſs to the different deno- 


minations of Proteſtants among us. ; 
I begin 


( 49 ) 

1 begin with the natives of North Britain 
reſiding here Jou have been accuſtomed 
more or leſs, from your infancy, to hear of the 
nature and progreſs of this Society. Being 
better acquainted than your neighbours with 
the ſituation and extent of theſe highlands and 
iflands, it may juſtly be expected that you have 
a deeper perſuaſion of its neceſſity and uſeful- 
neſs. Shall I then be excuſed for adding, that 
were it not for the baleful influence of that de- 
grading proverb, out of fight, out of mind,” 
I ſhould apprehend that every Scotſman of 
character and conſequence in London would 
become a ſupporter? Be this the cauſe as it 
may, or whatever be the cauſe, I am ſorry to 
obſerve, and ſtill more ſo to be obliged thus 
publicly to declare, that but a few, compara- 
tively ſpeaking, of the opulent from that 
country, treat this excellent Society, and their 
exalted aims, with that attention and conſide- 
ration they ſo juſtly merit. The miniſters 
from Scotland, to a man, contribute their 
mite, and from year to year continue their 
vigorous exertions to ſupport and advance this 
labour of love. It cannot therefore be ſup- 
poſed, that I reflect upon any of them: nei- 
ther do I mean to include thoſe of our lay 
brethren who are here preſent; and who an- 
nually ſtep forth upon this accaſion and ſub- 
| &G ſcribe 
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© I 
ſcribe ſo largely and cheerfully, I allude 
chiefly to the majority of wealthy North Bri. 
tons in this metropolis, and who came origi- 
nally from their ſeveral diſtricts, with ſound 
principles and good habits. Unto 20% many 
of theſe among us, proſperity ſeems to have 
been a curſe, . The root of all evil ſpreading 
1n their hearts hath gradually choked and 
withered the tendrils of parental inſtruction 
and example that were planted there, Moſt 
of them, it is to be feared, conſider religion 
as a ſtate engine, or mere matter of form; 
and ſo all eſtabliſhments being alike, they 
conform to the general cuſtom/of going now 
and then to church, once a day. The other 
part of the ſabbath is invariably ſpent by them 
in dreſſing, feaſting, and frivolous converſation 
or amuſements. What a dreadful balance 


have ſuch to ſettle with their Maker in the 


great and ſolemn day of account ! 


But, after what has been ſaid, you may ſup- 
poſe it will be in vain to preſs ſuch to contri- 
bute to this charity from religious motives, 
Alas! when as miniſters we have applied to 
them, how often have we been difguſted, with 
the cold, ſelfiſh, hardened ſneer of rejection? 
Let me therefore make one attempt more to rouſe 


ſueb, by an application to a particular feeling a 


feeling 


(- $2 
feeling generally ſuppoſed to be ſo deeply im- 
preſſed, as never to be effaced from a Scotſman's 
heart—— Yes, my poor, rich countrymen, 
you are juſtly and gloriouſly defamed for a 
ſtrong attachment to your native ſoil—Prove 
yourſelves at leaſt worthy of this noble diſ- 
grace, by reſolving henceforth to give, every 
year, a portion of what you can well ſpare for 
the purpoſe of diffuſing civil and religious 
knowledge throughout the highlands and 
iſlands. , 


Engliſh Proteſtant Diſſenters are the next 
concerned; and I believe I may be as brief 
and conciſe in my addreſs to them. - With the 
exception of a very few, who are ſaid to be of 
republicaa principles, the Diſſenters in Eng- 
land and the members of the kirk of Scotland 
think alike, both in civil and eccleſiaſtical 
matters. In every revolution, whether of 
church or ſtate, they have always gone hand 
in hand—They aroſe, and fell; they have 
flouriſhed, and been perſecuted together, 
You eſtabliſh and advance your own con- 
ſequence therefore, whilſt you ſupport and 
promote the deſign of this Society, by the ac- 
quiſition of ſome hundred thouſands to your 
common intereſt and cauſe. 


G 2 The 


- . 5 
4 — 2 
1 


r 
* 


—_ 
- 


. 
F = & TS aS< — 
* 17 Ä 
Beet 
. 


— 
—— 
ak fag £3.59 


* 


2 av : 
- , FA, — — — 
bs ", 7 a 
A 
EM — 

— 


+=: 
nt 


— 2 
„ >< ay 
5 


2 —— 
— 
Mr a e 


_ PC. 
S * 
2 — +> 2 


2 C 
— 2 
— 1 


— - * 6 ——— 

4 

1 
— 


- _ 


. nin 
= ES — eo Ww 
F - — 


1 


198 

The Preſbyterians in Scotland alſo, are now 
working together with you in a conſtitutional 
way, for the regaining of a privilege, which, to 
my grief and aſtoniſhment, the parliament of 
theſe united kingdoms have again and again re- 
fuſed. They will even grant what the Eſtabliſh- 
ment in England ſo anxioufly contends for, that 
every community (eſpecially ſuch an one as 
hath religion for its baſis) has a right to pre- 
ſcribe laws for the admiſſion of its members, 
which are not inconſiſtent with the maxims of 
Chriſtianity, But where is the conſiſtency ? 
where is the juſtice? Will the Chriſtian reli- 
gion authorize any parliament, in ſaying to a 
brave and ſenſible people; In your own diſ- 
trict we cheriſh and eſtabliſh you in your re- 
ligious ſentiments, and when you go out of it, 
you ſhall ſtill enjoy every privilege of a Britiſh 
ſubje&; yet if we invite, or even preſs you to 
execute our laws, and fight our and your bat- 
tles in any part of the world, then you m4/, 
« within the ſpace of three months,” renounce 
your former es, or commence merce- 
nary hypocrites—you © muſt take the ſacra- 
te ment of the Lord's Supper, according to the 
te rites and uſage of the church of England,” to 
ſhew that henceforth you are to be one of its 
members. This, and this only is the ſpirit of 


the decree, And being fo, I challenge the 


greateſt 


46 


greateſt and wiſeſt of this Eſtabliſhment to 
prove, either the juſtice or the policy of car» 
rying it into execution. On theſe, and,on 
other accounts, I ſtill confide in the wiſdom 
and humanity of our rulers, that they will ei- 
ther continue annually to paſs an Indemnity 
Bill, or in due time repeal “ the Teſt and 
« Corporation Acts.“ With reſpect to the 
inhabitants of North Britain, I am convinced 
that they muſt. In every view of the matter, 
it is unjuſt and impolitic to compel hem to 
kneel at the altar. And whilſt they are left 
free and unconſtrained, you, my friends of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenting perſuaſion in South 
Britain, have nothing to fear *, 

_—_ But, 


* The author does not mean in any degree to throw out a 
reflection againſt the mode of adminiſtering the Sacrament 
in the church of England. —He would wiſh and leave every 
man, and every body of men in matters of ſuch conſequence 
to follow the apoſtle Paul's direction, and“ be fully per- 
** ſuaded in their own minds *.“ He only thinks, that 
none are warranted in conſcience to partake of any ſo- 
lemn ordinance, except in that way which they believe 
to be appointed and preſcribed by the word of God, —Now 
both Proteſtant Diſſenters, and the members of the Kirk of 
Scotland believe, that kneeling at the Sacrament, and re- 
ceiving with a ſeparate addreſs the bread and wine from the 
hands of a prieſt or prelate, is a mode unſupported by 
Scripture and a relick of popery.—To /uch, therefore, it 
muſt be highly improper, if not ſinful, to communicate in 
this way for any worldly honour or profit; when in the 

Rom. xiv. 5, 
next 


3 * 
N 
3 


- 
TI Bcc ww -- 


= Des > 222 20 


= 
* 
N 


- FT 7 #- 


- a BY, 
* - * 
. 


i 
© 


a 
"© - 


— FS 
* 


* . 
— _—_— = » 
- * — 
2 


— 


Dir 
xx „46 > 


"SLE 


— 


* 


I 
+> 4. 
— 


_— — 


— 
* 


* . - 
. 8 * 


"tm 


W 


= —— 
eee 243 


— ans 
A * * * 3 
3 —— — BE A 
5 2 __ ; 2 PE 7 3 
o * * 


be x: 
- — 


. < 
— 
a - - r. 
: 22 "x a 


— 


— — 2 — 


** a e neee wt 


tg * _ * — > " - 
3 . * 8.5.68 K. WISE AY 


E f Y 
— 


* 
4 


3 


But, aſking pardon for this digreſſion, I 
would once more attract and attach you to the 
ſupport of the charity from a more chriſtian. 
and liberal conſideration, the promoting of the 
glory of God, in the preſent and future happi- 
neſs of fellow creatures and fellow ſubjects. 
And I am excited the more to this expanſion 
of ſentiment, by an acquiſition this day, I be- 
lieve unknown and unprecedented, in the an- 
nals of the ſociety, and which is the cauſe of 


my 


Third addreſs-A clergyman of the eſta- 
bliſhed church in this part of the kingdom, 
not only becoming a yearly ſubſcriber to this 


next ſtreet or at the diſtance perhaps of a few doors, they 
can partake of the Lord's Supper agreeable to conſcience, 
and hold communion with their God and Saviour in that 
particular manner which he hathenjoined, — Were the above- 
mentioned deſcription of perſons in a foreign country, or 
where they could not have an opportunity to communicate 
in their own way, the writer of this note thinks the caſe 
would be materially altered ; ſuch a receiving of the Sa- 
crament would not only be allowable, but even a duty in- 
cumbent—But this, being by no means the caſe, he is ſtill 
more and more fixed in his opinion, that Diſſenters upon 
principle, and Scots Preſbyterians not only do what is im- 
proper, but knowingly and deliberately commit a fin when 
for any earthly dignity or emolument, they qualify, 


according to the tenour of the © Teſt and Corporation 
1 Acts.“ 


inſti- 


4 


inſtitution, but announcing his name in the 
public papers as a ſteward; and favouring 
us with his own perſonal attendance in our 
meetings. Delicacy forbids—the fear of being 
cenſured for adulation effectually prevents me 
from ſaying what I think and what I feel upon 
the occaſion : but neithex of theſe ſhall hinder 
me from declaring openly and freely my own 
general principles. It has long been my opinion 
—] am ſtill more and more eſtabliſhed in it; 
that the kirk of Scotland, the church of Eng- 
land and Proteſtant Diſſenters as ſuch, do not 
differ in any one article, eſſential to ſalvation, 
We worſhip the ſame God, . and truſt in the 
ſame Saviour—We believe in one Spirit, and 
have * one faith and one hope of our calling.” 
Each of us alſo hold the ſcriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtaments as our alone ſtandard and judge 
in all religious matters. As long as we keep 
to ibis teſt, and preſerve our proteſtant, to- 
lerant principles, we can never materially injure 
or endanger one another, Let me therefore 
call upon other members * of the church of 
England to give us their countenance and aid, 
in this vaſt and glorious undertaking. Fear 


* It would be unpardonable to neglect informing the 
public here, that the head of this church, our moſt amiable 
and beloved Sovereign, ſupports and encourages this inſti- 
cation, by an annual donation of one thouſand pounds. 
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while a ſpirit of free enquiry ſhall be permitted 


— i 
Cz 


. ( $8-3 


not, my brethren, that by rooting out popery, 
and extending the influence of the kirk, yout 
Hierarchy will be 1n danger. 


Theſe nine thouſand five hundred young 
people will all of them be trained up with a 
proper and firm attachment to a national eſta- 
bliſned church. And the Eſtabliſhment in 
that country, and in this, I have often heard 
the worthy clergyman alluded to in this ad- 
dreſs publicly declare “ differs only in cere- 
©* monies and modes of worſhip.” Permit 
me here to ſubjoin, and in the great inequality 
of church livings, Theſe alone can be in any 
danger. No eſſential change is to be dreaded 
from the Diſſenters. No material alteration 
could ariſe from the univerſal prevalence of 
the church of Scotland. Let us therefore leave 
theſe leſſer matters, as a bone of contention for 
a more ignorant or illiberal age. As long as 
mankind are in a ſtate of imperfection, and 


and encouraged, it muſt be that we differ in 
ſome things; but let this difference be im- 
proved by us as a conſtant exerciſe for Chriſ- 
tian forbearance and reciprocal affection. The 
time is faſt approaching, when good men and 
good women of all the three denominations, 


ſhall meet in one place, and ſerve God in one 
I Way. 
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way. And is it not then to be wiſhed, that 
thoſe who are to live and worſhip together in 
heaven, ſhould now and then meet for this 
purpoſe upon earth“? We dojſo, my bre- 
thren, in ſuch an opportunity as this—We 
join our hands, as well as our hearts, in the 
ſupport and extenſion of the charity before us, 
What you now, and may hereafter benevo- 
lently and liberally beſtow, I truſt the Al- 
mighty will conſider as lent to him—lf fo, 
you may warrantably expect a return of tem- 
pora], or of ſpiritual bleſſings, even in the pre- 
ſent life—but if not conſiſtent with God's 
glory and your final good that you ſhould be 
rewarded here, you have the promiſe and the 
hope of being abundantly recompenſed at the 
reſurrection of the juſt. | 


*The author begs the reader to indulge him with at- 
tention to one note more, to ſhew that his practice cor- 
reſponds with his ſentiments.—In a viſit which he paid to 
his native country laſt year he had the happineſs to reſide 
for ſome time in the neighbourhood of a reſpectable town. 
The miniſter of the place gave him an invitation one 
morning to officiate for him, which he willingly accepted 
of, and preached in the Kirk to about two thouſand people, 
In the afternoon of the ſame day, the clergyman of the 
epiſcopal chapel was indiſpoſed, and prompted and encou- 
raged by the leading men of his perſuaſion, aſked a fimilar 
favour, which was as readily granted ; and after joining 
with the congregation in their form of prayer, he preached 
his own ſentiments to almoſt half that number, 


THE END. 
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Ellis Thomas 

Elphinſton James, Colebrooke - row, Iſlington 

Ewer Francis, Prince's- ſquare 
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* Fife 'the Earl of, Privy-garden, White- 
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F 


hall 


* Ferguſon Sir Adam Baronet, M. P. Soho- 


ſquare 
Farquhar James, Doftors-communy 
Ferguſon James Eſq, M. P. ae 
St. James's-ſquare 
Field Robert, Wilderneſs-row, 9 
Fiſher James, Bedford - ſtreet, Covent - garden 
Fletcher Thomas, Walthamſtow 
Flight Thomas, Hackney 
Fordyce George M. D. Eſfex-ſtreet, Strand 


Forſyth James, Mark-lane 


Fraſer Hugh, Buſh-lane, Cannon: ſtreet 

Freer George, Bell- yard, Temple - bar 

French James Bogle, Saint Swithin's-lane 

Fuller Rev. John, Cheſham 

Fuller William Eſq. Treaſurer, Lombard- 
ſtreet 


G 


Gordon his Grace the Duke of, St. James's- 


_ uae  - 
Glaigow the Earl of, Mancheſter-ſquare 
Galbreath Thomas, Colebrooke- row, Iſling - 


ton 
Galbreath 


C6823 
Galbreath Capt. James, Colebrooke-row, Iſ- 
lungton 
Gavin John 
George John 
Glover Jeremiah, Lime-ſtreet 
Goodrich Bartlet, Queen- ſquare 
Goſs Joſeph, Cannon-ſtreet 
Grant Capt. William, Oſborn-ſtreet, St. 
George's Eaſt 
Gray George, Stanhope-ſtreet, Clare- market 
Greig „Stepney- fields 
Grier John, Bucklerſbury 
Grieve John M. D. Norfolk-ſtreet, Strand 
Gutterſon Thomas, Dean-ſtreet, Shadwell 
Guyon | 
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H | I 


*fHopetoun the Earl of, Cavendiſh-ſquare 
} Hopetoun, the Counteſs of, ditto | 
Hope Ladies Charlotte and Jane, ditto l 
Hope Hon. Henry 
Haires James 
Hall Rev. Edinburgh ä 
Hamilton Rev. D. D. Rector of St Martin's 
in the Fields 
Hamilton Rev. Frederick 
. Handaſyde Henry 
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Harper Alexander, Jeruſalem Coffee-houſe 

Harris Rev. Rice D.D. Buckingham-ftreer, 
York-buildings 

Haſtie James 

Hay Capt. John 

Hayton Amos, Mark-lane 

Henderſon John, Cornhill 

Hendrie William, Bread-ſtreet 

Henry Alexander, Glaſgow 

Herle Thomas, Limehouſe 

Heygate James, Aldermanbury 

Hill Rev. Noah 

Hoſſack James M. D. Royal 1 
Greenwich 

Howden Robert, a 

Hume Ninian 

Hunter Henry D. D. Secretary, Charles'- 
ſquare, Hoxton 

Hunter Mrs. ditto 

Hunter Henry, jun. ditto 
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Jacks James, Paternoſter-row 
+} Jacomb Rev. Robert, Wellingborough, 
Northamptonſhire 


Jacque James, Charlotte-ſtreet, Portland 
Chapel 


Jaques 
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Jaques Robert, Arrtillery-ſtreet, Spitalfields 

Jeffries Edward, St. Thomas's Hoſpital 
＋ Jennings Nathaniel, Highbury-place, Iſ- 

lington 

* Jerdein Charles, Upper Eaſt Smithfield 

Inglis John 

Ingram John, Brighthelmſtone 

Ingram Mrs. ditto 

Ingram Robert, Billiter- ſquare 

Ingram Hugh, ditto 

Innes Albert, Caſtle-ſtreet, Leiceſter-ſquare, 

Innes Hugh, Lime-ſtreet-ſquare 

Innes James, Bury-court, St. Mary-axe 

Johnſon Joſeph, Exmouth, Devon 

Johnſon Joſeph, St. Paul's Church-yard 
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*+Kinnoul the Earl of, Vice-Preſident of the 
Society, Henrietta-ſtreet, Cavendiſh- 
ſquare 

Keates Peter, Goſwell-ſtreet 

Kennedy John, Highbury-place, Iſlington 
Kilgower James 

Kilpin Miſs 

{ Kippis Rev. Andrew D. D. Crown-ſtreet, 

Weſtminſter 
Kirby 
Knox David, Cooper's-row, Tower-hill 
I 2 Leyen 
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Leven and Melvill the Earl of, Preſident of 
the Society, Melvill-houſe, Scotland 

Lachlan Robert, Roſemary-lane | 

Lawrie Peter 

Leſlie Hon. Capt. John 

Leſlie Robert, Tokenhouſe-yard 

Lindſay Rev. James, Newington-green 

Lorimer Rev. Charles A. M. Shooter's-hill 
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Lorimer »- „M. D. Charlotte-ſtreet, 
Portland Chapel 

Love Rev. John, Queen's- row, Hoxton 

Lowe Alexander, Parliament-ſtreet 

Lowe Graham 

Lundin James, Princes-ſquare, Ratclift- 
highway | 
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Montroſe his Grace the Duke of, Groſve- 

nor- ſquare 


Mac Cumming George, Blackheath 
Mac Gee Robert 
Mackay Angus, Gwynne's-buildings, If- 
lington 
Mackay George, glaſs plate manufactory, 
Chriſtchurch, Surry 
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Mackay Hector 

Mackenzie John | 

Mackintoſh Robert, Edinburgh 

Mackintoſh L. R. Terrace, Iſlington 

Mackintoſh Mrs. ditto 

Macleod Patrick, Bread-ſtreet 

Macnab Capt. John 

Mair John, Friday-ſtreet, Cheapſide 

Mair Mrs. ditto 

Mair John, jun. ditto 

Mair Miſs, ditto 

Maitland Robert, King's-arms-yard 

* Maitland Ebenezer, ditto 

Maitland John, Baſinghall-ſtreet 

Maitland Alexander, King's-road, Bloomſ- 
bury 

Mallard Peter, Plaiſtow, Eſſex 

Malleſon John, Terrace, Iſlington 

Maltby Thomas, Mary-le-bonne 

Mann Henry 

Martin Peter, Ely-place 

May Joſeph, Gun-ſtreet, Spitalfields | 

Mayo Rev. Herbert D. D. St. George's Eaſt 

Mayo Mrs. ditto 

Melville Lieut, Gen, Brewer-ſtreet, Golden- 
ſquare 

More Joſeph 

Morehead William, Groſvenor- place 

Morehead Mrs. ditto 
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Morton Archibald, Wellingborough, Nor- 


thamptonſhire 


Muggeridge J. St. Margaret's-hill, South- 


wark 


Murdoch Samuel, Elder-ftreet, Spiel- Ane 


Murray John, Fleet- ſtreet 


N 


N Neale James, Milk-ſtreet, Cheapſide 


Neale Mrs. ditto 
Neale John, ditto 
Neave David, Threadneedle, ſtreet 


O 
Oliphant James, Cockſpur-ſtreet 


Overton Henry, Loverſall, Yorkſhire 


Overton Mrs. ditto 


P 
Paice Joſeph, Breadſtreet-hill 


* Patrick Rev. John, Berwick-ſtreet, Soho 
Peacock Thomas, Thavies-inn, Holborn 


Petrie Samuel, Pall-mall 

Phyn James 

Pitcairn William M, D. Iflington 
Plenderleith Charles, War-office 
Pollack William 

Pooley William, Walthamſtow 


Roſehill 


(. 


R 


Roſchill Lord, Cavendiſh-ſquare 

Raymond Mrs. Barker, Bedford-ſquare 

Relph John 

Remington John, Milk-ftreet 

Reynolds John, Barbican 

Rhodes Abraham, St. James's-walk, Clerk- 
enwell 

Richardſon David, Wapping 

Robertſon Lewis 

Robertſon Archibald, Charles's-ſtreet, St. 
James's-ſquare 

Rodick Archibald, Wellingborough, Nor- 
thamptonſhire 

Rogers Thomas, Freeman's-court, Corn- 
hill 

Ronaldſon Peter 

Roſe Samuel 

Rutherford William D. D. Uxbridge 

Rutledge Rev. Thomas A. M. Prince's- 
ſquare, Ratcliffe-highway 
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Sabine William, Iſlington 
Sangſter Alexander, Milk: ſtreet 
Savage Benjamin 
Scott 
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T Smith Rev. William A. M. Camberwell 


— 
* 


( 72) 
Scott William Handley 
Search Samuel, Clerkenwell-green 
Semple Robert, Little John-ſtreet, Minories 
Shackleton Francis 
Sharp William, Bow-lane 
Sharp John, Bread-ſtreet 
Shaw Rev. James, Forty Hill 
Sheddon Robert, Red-lion-ſquare 
Sheldon 
Shenſtone John 
Shields Rev. Richard, Hampſtead 
Shipley George, Horſley-down 
Sim Thomas 
Simſon Alexander, Aldgate 
* Sinclair Sir John Bart. Whitehall 
Skinner Thomas, Alderſgate-ftreet 
Smith James, Colebrooke-row, Iſlington 
Smith Thomas, Clarence-place 


Smith William Eſq. M. P. Clapham 


Spence John, Suffolk-ſtreet, * 

Sprott Mark | 

Stack 

Stallard 

Stanger James, Cheapſide 

Steell Robert, Tokenhouſe-yard 

Steell George, ditto 

+ Stennet Rev, Samuel D. D. Muſwell-hill 

3 Steven 
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steven Rev. James, Thornhaugh- ſtreet, Bed- 
ford-ſquare 

Steven Robert, Upper Thames-ſtreet 

Stevenſon John 

Stewart Duncan Eſq. Bermuda 

Stewart —— | 

Stewart Charles, Frith ſtreet. Soho 

Stirling Eſq. 

Stoddard 

Stonard ——, Tower-hill 

Stone John H. Hackney 

Strahan Andrew, New-ſtreet, Shoe-lane 

Stride , Carey-ſtreet 

Sweet John, Hoxton-ſquare 


T 

Tait David, Thames-ſtreet 
Taſſie James, Leiceſter- ſquare 

* Tate John, Bucklerſbury 
Tate Mrs. ditto 

7 Tayler Rev. Thomas, Ely-place 

+ Taylor James, Poſtern-row, Tower-hill 
Taylor Robert, High-ſtreet, Borough 
Theakſton George, Chriſtchurch, Surry 
Thompſon Alexander, Upper Clapton 
Thornthwaite Thomas, Colebrooke-row, If- 

lington 

* Thornton John, Clapham 

Thornton Samuel Eſq. M. P. ditto 


* Thornton Henry Eſq. M. P. ditto 
K * Thornton 
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17 * Thornton Robert Eſq. M. P. Clapham 
x, ' + Toller Rev. Thomas, Lower Street, Iſlington 
. Topham Henry, Cheapſide 
5 Travers Joſeph, Swithin's-lane 
ek Trotter Alexander, Pay-office 
„ Trotter Rev. John D. D. Knightſbridge 
48 Turnbull William M. D. Wellcloſe-ſquare 
8 Turnbull James, Aldgate 
3.38 Turner 
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15 Unwin Samuel, Hackney 


3 Unwin Mrs, ditto 
| t Urwick Rev. Thomas, Clapham 
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boy 1 Van Vryhoven Lord, Hague 

be 5 Wanſey John, Lothbury 

$7 5 Warren —, Sandy's-ſtreet, Biſhopſgate-ſtreet 
we Watkins 


Watſon John, Walbrook 

Watſon William, Back-row, Iſlington 
Waugh Rev. Alexander 

Webſter George 

Weir Thomas 
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Whiſter John 

Wilberforce William Eſq. M. P. New Pa- 
lace-yard 

Wilkie Andrew, Wentworth-ſtreet, Spital- 
fields 

Wilkinſon — 

+ Williams Rev. Edward, Nottingham 

Wilſon John, Fenchurch-ſtreet 

Wilſon Thomas, Bread-ſtreer 

Wilſon Stephen, ditto 

Winter John, Swithin's-lane 

Winter Rev. Robert, Hammerſmich 

+ Worthington Rev. Hugh, Highbury-place, 
Iſlington 

Wright Joſeph, Milk-ftreet 
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Yates Ralph, Milk. ſtreet 
Yerbury John, Gracechurch-ſtreet 
Yourg John, Bear-ſtreet, Leiceſter-fields 
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in the preceding Liſts, on notice being ſent to 
the Secretary, they ſhall be corrected in the next 
publication. 
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T78T ef STEWARLMAS 


For the next ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL, 


The Earl of Glaſgow 
Alexander Brodie Eſq. M. P. 
Sir David Carnegie Bart. 
Capt. Campbell 

Mr. James Dobie 

Thomas Elder Eſq. 
George Fordyce M. . 
Mr. James Heygate 
Robert Mackintoſh Eſq. 
Mr. John Mair junior 
Alexander Maitland Etq. 
Mr. John Neale. 


N. B. If there be any miſtakes or omiſſions 


(1 


Form of a Bequeſt or Legacy. 


hem, 1 GIVE and bequeath the ſum of 

| to the Society in 
Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, to be applied (either to the purpoſes 
of the firſs or ſecond patent, as the Donor 
pleaſes ). : 


N. B. The firſt Patent reſpects the inſtruction 
of the children in the Society's ſchools, where 
they are educated in the principles of the 
Proteſtant Religion and Loyalty, and taught 
reading, writing, arithmetic, &c, The ſecond 
Patent authoriſes their being, bred up to uſeful 
labour and induſtry, in agriculture, manufac- 
tures, and handicrafts. 


BenefaQions for the uſe of the Society will be 
received in London as under: 


Meſſrs. Coutts and Co. Bankers in the Strand. 
William Fuller Eſq. and Co. Bankers in 
Lombard-ſtreet. 


Henry Hunter D. D. the Secretary, Charles'- 
ſquare, Hoxon, 
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